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Credibilityof
UFO sightings

increased

Many King Islandersare this week attaching credibility

to
reportsof recentsightingsof unidentifiedflyingobjectsby
privatecorrespondents

to "The King IslandNews" in what
they regardas

unsatisfactoryexplanationsso far offeredby
the Department of Transport and the Department of Civil Avi-

Most membersof the
publicwho have contacted

the "News"refuseto ac-
cept official explanations

for the
disappearance

on
Mr. Frederck Valentich and
his aircraft on Saturday

night betweenCape Otway

light in conditionswhich
were

described
as near per-

fect,as the
product

or hal-
lucinations.Credenceis
givento the viewthatMr.Valentich'sdescriptionof
an unidentified aircraft
priorto losingradiocon-
tact with air trafficcon-

trollers

is oneof thebest
documentedand most rep-

utably backed stories

in the
historyof UFO sightings

A leaderin "The Aust-
ralian"

on Mondaysaid"there
is

somethinghair-

prickling about the pilot's
recordeddialoguewith the

MelbourneFlight Service

the mindsof the mostcon-
firmedUFO

cynics".

First UFO reportsrece-
ivedby the

"News"
in re-

cent weekswasfroma
correspondentwho
wishedto remainanony-

mous "for the moment,"

but requestedpublicat-
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ionof his
letter

in the
hopesthatit mightbring

forward corroboratingre-
portsfromothersources.

The correspondent descri-
beda

number
of

incidences

over a two monthperiod

in whicha slowmovingob-
jectwitha lighthad fol-

loweda
vehicle downthe

North Road into Currie,

and then
disappeared

to-

The correspondentclaimed
othersightingshad been

madein Currieon the same
night:others "furtherup
North"had seena strange

light passingover their
house,but when they had
gone to

investigate,

the
light suddenlydisappeared.

On September12 ac-
cording to the

correspon-

dent,a strangelightap-
pearednearCampCreek,

up the areaas if
daylight".

The strangevehiclewas
reportedly

oval in shape,

the same
dscription

given
by Mr. GeorgeNewman

and his sonsPeterand
Neil, relating an experi-

encetheyhad at
approxi-

mately9.30p.m.on Sep-
tember20.

The partywas
returning

from a shooting trip when
whilsttravellingalong the
ReekarSchoolstraighta
"brightwhitelightin an
ovalshape"beganto follow

them. It then
disappeared

towardsthe sea whenthey
reachedthe butterfactory.

Accordingto Mr. New-
man'sreport,the object

thenwitha weakerlight,

reappearednear Seavicw

and continued towards

Currie.
Enquiries

at the "News"

office makeit clearthatthe
publicis not

prepared
to

be
"fobbed

off withthe jar-

gon of
officialdom".

Many
believethat the

authorities

are failingto
disclose

all
that is known.To quote

"The
Australian",

"we are
not suggesting that we
shouldfly into a flurry

aboutlittlegreenmen and
Continued

on Page 4
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CredibilityofUFO
sightings increased (cont.)

the like

— but we do SUEgest
it is periiaps time

mankind
maae up its collective

mind "whether it

will welcome
or seek to repel visi-

tors from space", and thisj

question maiy
indeed be

most relevant to

King Islanders.

However mystery still

surrounds the original objectives
erf Mr. Valenti'-h

and his plane on that

It would appear tnat

briefing- at Moorabbin
would not have approved

Mr. Valentich'sflight plain
to

King Island unless'he ru-

...ormed them that

King

island
Flight Service bad

b een
alerted and a request

made
f
or

landing lights,

this being the flyer's �responjbi]ity
.

Mr. Valentich's

clearance from Moorahbin
was for NVMC, standing

for flying , at night jnder

visual meteorologicalconditions.
confirming the ideal

conditions prevailing.

However King Island

Flight
.

Service had no

intentions, let alone
the. need for. landing

lights in view of hjs estimated

time of arrival.

Currie FlightServicewas
closed at 3 p-m. on Saturday

in accordance with
normal procedure for

that day.
.

j

This must
inevitably

raise the questions whether
Mr. Valentich ever had
any intention of reaching

had in fact intended to land

more
inconspicuously at £n

alternative air strip, or if,

I

on applying to

what he W-
I Hevrrl

to be King Island

iFlight
Service, he had in

I fact been intercepted by
sonic other controlling

body which save him the

moression
that he was

clear to land at Currie ?n

accordance with
the flight

accordance witn me :iigm i

clan which he had filed at
\


